
Drain the Swamp!

The Judean Culture Wars



640 BC - Josiah takes the throne (2 Chron. 34:1-2)             [ 8 yrs. Old]

632 BC - Josiah Seeks after God (2 Chron. 34:3)                [16 yrs. Old]

630 BC - God send Nahum to encourage Josiah

628 BC - Josiah’s Major reforms begin (2 Chron. 34:3-7)    [20 yrs old]

627 BC -Ashurbanipal dies, Assyria begins to crumble

- God sends Jeremiah (Jer. 1:1-3)

- God sends Zephaniah (Zeph. 1:1)

622 BC - Restoration of the Temple (2 Chron. 34:8-35:19)   [26 yrs. Old]

612 BC - Nineveh is utterly destroyed

609 BC - Josiah is killed at Megiddo

609-586 BC - 4 weak, evil kings (2 Chron. 36:1-16)

607 BC - God sends Habakkuk

592 BC - God sends Ezekiel (to exiles in Babylon)

590 BC - God sends Joel

586 BC - God sends Obadiah 



640 BC - Josiah takes the throne (2 Chron. 34:1-2)

             [ 8 yrs. Old]

632 BC - Josiah Seeks after God (2 Chron. 34:3)

             [16 yrs. Old]

630 BC - God send Nahum to encourage Josiah

“Don’t worry about Nineveh… I’ve got it!”

628 BC - Josiah’s Major reforms begin (2 Chron. 34:3-7)

            [20 yrs old]

627 BC -Ashurbanipal dies, Assyria crumbles

- God sends Jeremiah (Jer. 1:1-3)

- God sends Zephaniah (Zeph. 1:1)



Josiah

21 yrs. old

Jeremiah

Nahum Zephaniah
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Zephaniah

“Seek God in Humility”

1. God is a Jealous God (1:18)

a. The nation belongs to him (Joshua 24:13-24)

b. Jerusalem will be His again (Zeph. 3:16-20)

2. The People have forgotten him (Zeph. 3:2)

a. They don’t listen to God 

b. They don’t accept instruction 

c. They don’t trust in Him

d. They don’t draw near to Him 



A Closer Look at 3:1–

a. They don’t listen to God 

(“What is Truth?”)

b. They don’t accept instruction 

(“What is Right and Wrong?”)

c. They don’t trust in Him 

(“What can I rely on?”)

d. They don’t draw near to Him 

(“What will I Serve/Worship”)



Zephaniah

“Seek God in Humility”

Reminder: All the Kings of Judah were descendants 

of David/Solomon (I Chron. 3)

Solomon - Wrote Proverbs for his “sons” 

(princes and kings) To know Wisdom

Prov. 1:2-3 “Hear my voice, receive instruction”

Prov. 1:5 “A wise man will hear”

Prov. 1:7-8 “Fear the Lord, Don’t despise wisdom

 and instruction, hear this!”

Prov 2:1-11 “Words to Live by!”

Prov. 3:1; 4:1, 10, 20; 5:1, 7 …. etc….
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Application:  What do the righteous do in 

this kind of world?



Application:  What do the righteous do in 

this kind of world?

Zeph. 2:1-3

Seek the Lord

Seek Righteousness (“Hear the Word of the Lord”)

Seek Humility



Zephaniah

“Seek God in Humility”

For us:

Keep the Word of God central in our 

church, families, business, entertainment, 

relationships, budgeting

Be Humble: in your conversations, in your 

social media, with your family, among your 

friends, in your worship, at your job


