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Social/Cultural world of Ephesus: Acts 19:11-20
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1 Our enemy is not visible, but real

God 1sn’t visible, either
Wind isn’t visible
Feelings aren'’t visible

He is a personal being

“Evil” is always personified in Scripture

Never a “force”
Not a “concept”
Eph. 2:2 — “he” was at work in you!
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Martin Luther:

D1id we 1n our own strength confide
Our striving would be losing

We're not the right Man on our side
The Man of God's own choosing
Dost ask who that may be?

Christ Jesus, it 1s He

Lord Sabaoth His Name

From age to age, the same

And He must win the battle
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2 His future defeat 1s certain
Rev. 20:7-9 No “final battle”

Rev. 20:10— he’s done. That’s it.

He’s not “in charge” in Hell
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Mark Twain:

“Go to Heaven for the climate,

Hell for the company.”



Billy Joel, Only the Good Die Young

And they say there's a heaven for those who will wait

Some say it's better, but I say it ain't
I'd rather laugh with the sinners than cry with the saints

The sinners are much more fun
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3 He is terrifyingly dangerous (for now!)
1 Peter 5:8 — Like a roaring lion, ready to devour
John 10:10 — Wants to destroy you
(There’s no “happy” in Hell)
Eph. 6:11 —He “schemes” against us

“Well-cratted deceit” (ct. 4:14)
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4 We are to STAND against him, TOGETHER

Ephesians 6:11, 13, 14

Ephesians 3:9-13 When we stand unified,
ALL will notice



Application:

Look around the room: this is your platoon!

You stand with them!
You depend on them!
One body / one “temple”



